Appearances

Warm-up: First impressions

Match the five pictures with the description of what they are famous for:

Novelist and intellectual 

Serial killer 



Rock star



Mathematical genius 

Totalitarian dictator 
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Check your answers. What was it about these people’s looks that informed your decisions?
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Warm-up: Beauty

In groups of three, discuss the following questions:

1. Is physical attractiveness more important in women or men?

2. Do most people overestimate or underestimate their own beauty?

3. What influence does someone’s physical appearance have on their personality? And vice versa?

Discussion activity: First impressions
In different groups, discuss what judgments you would make from the following first impressions:
· Someone with a lot of tattoos

· Someone dressed in designer clothes from head to toe

· Someone who smiles a lot

· Someone who talks very quietly

· Someone who talks very fast

· Someone with dreadlocks

· Someone wearing sunglasses indoors

· Someone with a lot of perfume/aftershave

· Someone who dresses all in black

· Someone who doesn’t look you in the eye

· Someone very tanned

· Someone with a very strong handshake

Man-made Beauty
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1. What is your opinion on cosmetic surgery ?
2. If you could change one thing about your looks, what would it be ? Why ?
3. Would you consider going under the knife to change your looks ?
4. Do you know anyone who has gone under the knife to change their looks?

5. Do you feel that women are pressured to look more beautiful and sexy?  

6. Would you change your looks and maybe even starve yourself just to have a man to marry you?

7. Do you believe that beautiful women get better jobs?
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