Argumentation and Informal Persuasion Topics:
Campus/Education 

· Flexible Tuition (Universities can raise tuition by themselves.) 

· Cohabitation for college students 

· Corporeal punishment in middle education. 

· Examination exerts pernicious influence on education.  Joint Entrance Exam should be abolished. Quizzes in a literature class, and the finals should be reduced.  Mid-terms and finals are not necessary for a writing class. 

· Co-Ed or single-sex schools for middle education. 

· College students should do the cleaning works at school. 

· Hiring English native speakers from abroad as teachers in Taiwan’s elementary schools is not the best way to provide an English learning environment. 

· The school  Authority Should not use fine to punish students for their delays (e.g. in paying the credit fee or the Language Practical Training Fees). 

· Elementary schools ought to have daily PE class. 

· Pre-School English Education Should be de-emphasized. 
 
National and Legal Issues 

· Compulsory Military Service Should be Abolished in All Countries. 
· Death Penalty, etc. 

· Legalization of Euthanasia 

· Gender and Sexuality 
· Children should be stopped from seeing any pornographic sites or emails. 

· homosexuals should be allowed to marry and raise children. 

· Gays and Lesbians should come out and assert their rights. 

· Women are inevitably controlled by body/beauty myth in our society. 

· legal age limit for sexual activities? 

· Making a link to pornographic or "deviant" sexual acts for research purposes (does not) deserve obscenity change. 
Legalizing prostitution n not only help release some men's sexual desires which cannot be satisfied elsewhere, but also help protect sex workers against possible crimes against them, exploitation of them sexually transmittable diseases. 

· Women should have the right to use their body in sex-related work to earn money (be specific: e.g. prostitution; nude photo collection). 

· Social & Environmental issues 

· Police shooting-- Does the police have a right to shoot suspects when they refuse to be arrested? 

· Neutering of the rapists. 

· Stray dogs should be killed. 

· Should lie detector be legally used in non-police institutes (e.g. business or schools)? 

· Economic development is prior to archaeology/cultural preservation. 

· Women should not be the only ones to be responsible for taking care of children. 

· Legalization of sex-related work; of prostitution; of video arcades. 

· Preventing the stores from giving plastic bags is not an efficient way of limiting the use of disposable tableware and plastic shopping bags. 
  
· Technologies 

· Supporters of technology say that it solves problems and makes life better. 
    Opponents argue that technology creates new problems that may threaten or 
    damage the quality of life. Using one or two examples, discuss these two 
    positions. Which view of technology do you support? Why? 

· Cloning of animals; cloning of human beings-- whether it should be regulated by government 

· Children below the third grade (age 9) should not use computers in their formal education. 

· Playing computer games can train more than our reflex response; it improves our organizational, reasoning and social skills 

· Genuine friendship cannot be formed among people meeting only in chat rooms. 

· Media 

· Television is doing irreparable harm to children. 

· T.V. news should avoid showing blooding scenes such as that of the corpses. 

· Advertisers performs a useful service (of offering new information) to the community. 


Informal Persuasion Topics
All of the above, and 

· Personal Views on Life: 

1. We should all grow fat and happy. It's silly to go on diet and be slim and unhealthy. 

2. Vegetarianism is good for our health. 

3. Playing video games is a waste of time. 

4. Nursing home is a good place to stay when we are old. 

5. Every achievement involves a degree of stress. 

6. Techno stress is inevitable.  

Moral, Emotional and Family Issues 

1. It's ok to take materials from the web and put them in our papers. 

2. If you cannot be loved by the one you love, it's better to marry the one who loves you than the one whom you love. 

3. Don't ever tell your present lover about your past experience. 

4. Lies are not always harmful. 

5. In important decision-making (e.g. future direction, marriage), we should not listen to our parents. 

6. Parents always know better. 

7. In loving or protecting their children too much, parents may actually bring harms to their children. 

8. A wealthy environment may not be good for children. 

9. We should keep whatever secrets our best friend ask us to keep. 

· Controversial Issues 

1. Cohabitation before marriage is practical. 

· Hypothetical Situation Persuasion 

1. Persuade your roommate (not) to give up a boyfriend who steals and takes drug, 

2. Persuade your teacher to let you pass so that you will not have F's (failure) from 1/2 of the courses and be kicked out of school. 

3. Persuade your roommate (not) to have an abortion. 

4. One month before the College Joint Entrance Exam, you find that the student you tutor will not have any chance of passing the exam. Persuade him/her to keep on working hard or consider other possibilities or both. 

