Gathering and Reporting Information
Interviewing Your Classmates
This assignment involves surveying your classmates and reporting on the results in a subsequent class period.  For this assignment you need to do the following:

1. Brainstorm and come up with a list of ten to fifteen questions to find out information you would like to know about your future audience, that is, your classmates.  For example, you might be interested in the ethnic background of your classmates; in their age range, family size, in their majors, jobs, hobbies, and involvement in extracurricular activities; in their attitudes or opinions about particular issues.

2. Work in teams of two or three.  Each team takes a different set of related questions.  Then, using a list of classmates’ names, survey each member of the class, asking your questions or question.

3. Prepare a summary of the results of your survey to present to the class.  Both/all members of the team should participate in the brief presentation—that is, each member should report part of your results.  The rest of the class should take notes on these presentations.  The following sections are suggestions on organizing and preparing your presentation.

Organizing Your Report:

A sensible way to organize the presentation of your report is as follows:

Speaker 1:  Introduction

          Survey Results

          Transition to partner

Speaker 2:  Transition from partner

           Survey Results

           Conclusion

Here are some tips to help you develop each part of your presentation.

Introduction:  Here, you want to introduce yourself and your partner and tell when you did the survey, why you did it, and what you wanted to find out.

Example:  Good afternoon/morning.  My name is X and this is my partner, Y.  Last class,, we asked all of you what kinds of movies you liked.  We were particularly interested in these questions because…
Results:  Begin by restating the topic you are responsible for.  Then give the results, supplying as much detail as possible.

Example:  Now, I’d like to present the results of our first question about movies.  We have discovered that 10 out of 20 people prefer scary movies over romantic movies.

Transitions:  Once the first speaker is finished, he or she needs to make a transition to the next speaker to show the audience the connection between what each speaker is reporting.  For clarity and continuity, the next speaker can briefly restate what the first speaker has said before discussing additional results in detail.

Example:

         Speaker 1:  Now that you know more about what movies our classmates are 

interested in, my partner, Y, will tell you what we learned about 

our classmates’ movie viewing habits.



  Speaker 2:  Thank you X.  As X has said, the majority of the students in the

                     class turned out to prefer horror films, as we had suspected, the 

                     majority of the class prefer to watch movies at home as opposed

                     to going to the movie theater.
Conclusion:  Finally, after you have reported all your information, you must conclude your presentation.  Here, it would be appropriate to comment on how you felt about talking to your classmates and the results you gathered.  Also, you might want to end on an upbeat note by expressing positive hopes for future interaction with your classmates.

Example:  We have discovered that some members of our class spends at least two hours watching movies everyday and that the majority of our classmates prefer to watch movies from home… Both my partner and I enjoyed talking to you and look forward to working with you this semester. 

