Surveys on Contentious Issues

	Animal Research

1. How do you feel about using animals for research?

2. Is OK to use animals for medical research? How about cosmetic research?


	
	Death Penalty

1. What’s your opinion on the death penalty?

2. Do you think that innocent people are sometimes put to death?


	
	
	

	Corporal Punishment

1. How do you feel about corporal punishment in schools?

2. How about corporal punishment by parents?

	
	Nuclear Energy

1. What’s your opinion on nuclear energy?

2. Do you think the government should build more nuclear power plants?

	
	
	

	Violence on TV

1. How do you feel about violence on TV?

2. Do you think the violence on TV causes children to be violent?


	
	Women’s Equality

1.  What’s your opinion on women working?

2. Do you think women have the same opportunities as men?



	
	
	

	Youth Offenders

1. How do you feel about young criminals?

2. Should parents of young offenders be responsible for any damage that the young offenders cause?


	 
	Tough Anti-Drug Laws

1. What’s your opinion on drugs?

2. Do you think that people should go to jail for life for taking drugs?


How Do You Feel About It?
There are many ways to say, “I think that . . .” Here are some expressions that mean ‘I think’, but they all have subtle nuances. Write the nuance beside the expression: 
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	I feel           

I believe        

I suspect       

I doubt          

I maintain       

I’m convinced


	_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 


Look at the words in the box. Match them with the verbs below:

	seriously

strongly
	sincerely

firmly
	absolutely

still


I ___________ doubt that __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

I ___________ suspect that ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

I ___________ feel that ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

I ___________ believe that _________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

I ___________ maintain that ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

I’m _________ convinced that ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Now take a survey of students in your class about a contentious issue. 

Taking a Survey
A: Excuse me, I’m doing a survey on __________

     Would it be OK if I asked you a few questions?

B: Sure. Go ahead.
	Name
	Question #1
	Question #2
	Question #3

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Reporting Results:

	The majority of the people in this class . . . 

Most people in this class . . . 

Quite a few people in this class . . . 

About half of the people in this class . . . 

Hardly any of the people in this class . . . 

Almost no one in this class . . . 

Write up your results:
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 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

