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LESSON 4  


Aim:
   Oral practice; politely disagreeing

Summary:  Two housemates try to resolve their conflicts

Introduction:

This short role play activity requires no materials apart from a blackboard. The situation is actually role played twice, with some phrases for "politely disagreeing" introduced before the second round. The idea behind this is that the first round will hopefully help the students realize the importance of being polite in order to avoid arguments, and so they will be more receptive to the new language which helps them achieve this.

Procedure:

You will be given a minute or two to discuss with a partner how to solve the problem.
Remember that student A and B are living together in one house but are not close friends, they are living together in order to save money. However, lately B has been quite annoyed by some of A's habits.  

A:


· plays loud music (all the time!) 

· leaves his/her things all over the house (books, clothes, bags, etc on chairs, tables, and even the floor) 

· doesn't pass on messages (if one of B's friends calls and leaves a message, A never remembers to pass it on) 

· never buys food (when they moved in they agreed that A would buy the food one week, B the next, and so on)
Ask who probably starts the conversation, B, of course.  Suggest a polite conversation starter, such as: 

"Could I have a word with you please?" 

You and your partner will role play the situation.  

Phrases for politely disagreeing: 

· No offense, but... (I don't like your music) 

· I see your point, but... (I have a bad memory) 

· I understand your feelings, but... (I can't concentrate) 

Swap roles and repeat the activity, making use of the new phrases. 
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