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LESSON 11
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Introduction:

If you flip through the Bangkok Post regularly, you will come across short amusing or unusual stories that are fun to talk about with classmates and friends. That’s what you’ll have a chance to do today with stories about people who have done something to get themselves in trouble with the law. 

Here’s what to do: You will be working with a small group of your classmates and will have one story to read. It is a story about a lawbreaker or lawbreakers. After you have read the story, work together to consider these questions and prepare to share the story and your answers with a new group of your classmates.

1. Who is the person in trouble with the law? What did he or she (or they) do?

2. Pretend that you are judges and decide together if this person should be punished or not. If yes, what punishment would you give the person. Talk together until you agree on a suitable punishment that would be fair.

STORIES FROM BANKOK POST

Driven to Distraction
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London — A builder, who was kept awake night after night as heavy trucks bounced over speed humps placed outside his front gate, remedied the situation using the tools of his trade, and then turned himself in to police.

Ian Beesley, 41, collected a mechanical digger, a pneumatic drill and two colleagues from his builder's yard and dug up the hump, known in Britain as a “sleeping policeman”. Mr Beesley and his wife Lillian, also 41, had hardly slept since Oxfordshire council installed the hump a month ago.

“The officer seemed rather surprised. He said he ought to charge me with something, but he was not sure what,” Mr Beesley said. “They are considering charging me with theft of the hump, but it can't be theft, because I left all the pieces neatly piled beside the road,” he said.

He warned that if the council put the hump back, he would simply dig it up again. — dpa
Theft to Feed Baby
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Manila — A 17-year-old father was arrested in the Philippines for stealing from a housewife to buy milk for his starving baby, police said yesterday. Angelito Tadia was nabbed by police after he snatched the victim's purse in a street in a Manila slum district. Police said the purse contained only 50 pesos (less than 42 baht). The suspect admitted to the crime, police said. They have filed criminal charges against the suspect. — dpa
Woman, 97, runs up 900 traffic violations
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Rome — In the past two years, a driver ran up thousands of euros worth of fines in a Ferrari, in a BMW and on a Honda motorcycle ... an impressive accomplishment for a 97-year-old, police thought.

When police in Rome looked into the case they discovered three men had used the identity documents of an elderly woman to register vehicles in her name, which meant the citations for speeding and parking violations had been sent to the woman, who had no knowledge her name was being used.

Some of the vehicles were also involved in accidents, according to Italian media. One of the men was described as a “family friend” of the nonagenarian. Police said no arrests had been made in the case of apparent fraud. — AP/P>

Thief goes bananas


Berlin — A raging German fruit thief battered a shop worker with bananas when he was caught swiping a bunch, police in Duesseldorf said yesterday.

Attempting to flee, the man first kicked and punched the 38-year-old assistant but then switched to using the fruit.

“The bananas were handy so he decided to use them,” said Duesseldorf police spokesman Norbert Peters.

“By the time the police arrived, the attendant's face and upper body were completely smeared with bananas,” police said in a statement. He was not seriously injured. — Reuters
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If you Could Be the Judge








