Into the World of the Internet 

(  Reading/Writing  Exercise:

 Instructions:  Read the following passage and answer the comprehension questions.

Although it may be difficult to remember, but life did exist before “The Internet” and “e-mail” were invented.  The Internet began as a Cold War experiment in the late 1960s.  It was first developed by the United States Department of Defence to explore the possibility of a communication network that could survive a nuclear attack.  In subsequent years, universities believed that the Internet could provide a convenient way to communicate between various institutions. 

     During the 1970s the Internet was primarily used to send e-mail and to access large government databases.  The final stumbling block to the Internet’s development was removed in the early 1980s.  Until this time, it had been difficult to connect all of the ‘separate’ computer networks because each network used its own specific language to transfer data.  By the end of 1983, most networks converted to the TCP/IP protocol; and the Internet as we know it “was born”.   In the 1990s two new computer languages, HTML and JAVA allowed Internet users to add colours and images to their websites.  With its flashy images and colourful graphics, the Internet became the World Wide Web and the “wired generation” had begun!

     As we enter the new millennium we see how the Internet has significantly affected our lives.  According to recent statistics, 1 in 6 North Americans use the Internet daily.  In 1999, 17 million American households shopped online, and online retail sales reached almost 20.2 billion (US) dollars.  Recent data indicates that approximately 6 million Canadians will use the Internet on a weekly basis.  Of all the provinces, British Columbia  is the “most wired” and Internet reliant province.   The Internet is slowly eliminating  the barriers between children and adults, as children now have almost unlimited access to information.  Not only are kids and teenagers accessing information, but also they are becoming valuable online consumers. It is estimated that by the year 2002, this age group will account for a total of 1.3 billion (US) dollars in electronic commerce.   One thing is certain:  the Internet will continue to grow and affect our lives in ways that we can only imagine.  

Instructions:  Select one response for each question.

1.  What is the main topic of the passage?     (a)  How the Internet affects our lives.   (b)  The History of the Internet     (c)  Computer Languages     (d)  Use of the Internet in universities  

2. According to the passage, which of the following is not true:  (a)  The  U.S. Department of Defence was important in the development of the Internet.  (b) People appear to enjoy shopping online.  (c)  The Internet was initially destroyed by a nuclear attack.  (d)  JAVA is a computer language.

3.  The expression “stumbling  block” (in paragraph 2) probably means: (a) obstacle  (b) falling hazard  (c) building material  (d) government involvement

4.  The expression “wired generation” (in paragraph 2) refers to:  (a) computer language  (b)  the colourful graphics   (c) the new computer users   (d) the Cold War 

5.  From the passage we can infer that:   (a)  The Internet is expensive.  (b)  Children purchase more products online than adults do.   (c)  The number of Internet users will continue to grow.   (d) HTML was designed by the U.S. Department of Defence. 

6.  What is the main message of this text?   In your own words, write a 3 or 4 sentence summary of the passage.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Grammar Scavenger Hunt:  

Instructions:   Find an example of each of the following grammar structures in the reading passage above.

1.  A modal Verb:  __________________          

2.  The present continuous tense:  ______________

3.  The past perfect tense: ______________

4.  Inversion ________________

5.  The simple future tense:  ________________

6.  The present perfect tense:  ___________ 

7.  The passive voice:   _______________

(  Vocabulary Development:  

The word “Internet” contains the word root “inter” which means between or in the middle.   The following exercises will develop your vocabulary using this word root. 
Instructions:   Use your dictionary and provide a definition (in your own words) for each vocabulary word.    

	Vocabulary Word
	Part of Speech (noun/adjective/verb/adverb) 
	Your definition

	Internet 
	
	

	interview
	
	

	interrupt
	
	

	intercept
	
	

	intermittent
	
	

	intermission
	
	

	interchange
	
	

	interpret
	
	

	disinterested
	
	

	interact
	
	

	uninterested
	
	


Using What You’ve Learned

(PART A)   Instructions:    Complete the following sentences using the vocabulary words listed above.  Be careful!  You might have to change the form or the tense of the vocabulary word.
1.  In order to receive a fair trial, it is important that the judge be ________________.  

2.  The spy ___________ the enemy’s transmission.  

3.  The weather forecaster said that tomorrow we will experience _____________ rain.  

4.  Please don’t __________ me; I’m trying to concentrate.  

5.  Smoking is not permitted in this theatre.  You may smoke outside during the _______________.  

6.  Next week I have a job _____________ with a new ______________ company.  

7.  My husband loves watching hockey; but I think it is completely _________________. 

(Part B)   Instructions:   Use your dictionary or thesaurus to complete the following questions.
8.  Provide two synonyms for the word uninterested. ___________________________________ 

9.  The Internet is a system that connects computers throughout the world.  What do you call a system that connects a group of computers within one company/office/organization?   ____________________________________________________________

(  Speaking  Exercise:    Student Interview  

     Instructions:     Interview two classmates and ask them the following survey questions.  

	Questions
	Student’s Name:


	Student’s Name:



	Have you ever purchased anything on the Internet?   If yes, what did you buy?  If no, do you know anyone who has?  What did he/she buy?  


	
	

	What are two things that you should not do at a job interview?   What are two things that you should do at a job interview? 

 
	
	

	How can you politely interrupt someone?


	
	

	What are two examples of things that happen intermittently?

 
	
	

	What are two things that you can intercept?


	
	

	In addition to speaking, what are two ways you can use to interpret how someone is feeling?


	
	

	What are two ways a teacher can make his/her students interact?  


	
	

	Write your own question using one of the “inter” words that you studied previously:    


	
	


(   Grammar Exercise:      

“Expressing Past Time”    

1. To express something that happened at a specific time in the past, use the simple past tense. (Remember your Irregular Verbs).   

2. To express that an event has happened at an unspecified time  before, or that the past action is relevant to “now”,  use the present perfect tense: have +  past participle 

3. When you want to express that a past habit or a situation was true in the past but doesn’t exist anymore, use the expression used to     

4. To express that you had the ability or opportunity to do something in the past but you didn't do it, you use the modals (must, might, could) + have + the past participle of any verb.  (for example:  I could have passed the grammar test, but I didn’t.)  

(PART ONE):   Instructions:  Select the correct past form.
1.  (Person A)  “Would you like something to eat?”   (Person B)  “No thank you.  I _____________.  

   
(a) eat     (b) had eaten      (c) have already eaten     (d) eat already  

2. I _____________  have a 486 computer, but now I have a Pentium.  

   
(a)  use to     (b) used to     (c) am use to      (d) using to  

3.  If I had had your e-mail address, I ______________________ you my resume. 

     
(a) could have sent      (b)  could send      (c)  couldn’t have sent     (d)  can have sent  

4.  The United States Department of Defense _____________the first version of the Internet in 1962. 

(a)  invents     (b)  have invented     (c) had invented      (d) invented 

 (PART TWO):  Context and Meaning

5.  Explain the difference between Sentence “A”   and   Sentence “B”. 

    (Sentence A)   I used to purchase my textbooks online.

    (Sentence B)   I am used to purchasing my textbooks online.  

6.   Read the following sentences and identify if they are:  (a)  Past probability, (b) Possibility,  and (c) Impossibility 

    [i]  She could have left sooner, but she didn’t.  ________________ 

    [ii] You look very happy.  You must have received the promotion.  ______________

    [iii] When I got their last night, no one was there.  They must have gone on vacation. _______

(PART THREE):   Writing Practice  (Write your answers in sentence form.) 
7.  How long have you been studying in this ESL class? ________________________________  

8.  What is one thing that you used to do?   

_____________________________________________________________________________

9.  What are two things that you are used to doing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

10.  What is something that you could have done this morning, but you didn’t? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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