How to Keep a Reading Journal

How many Journal Entries?  You are required to complete a journal entry for all the readings.

What should they include?  Each Journal entry has FIVE REQUIRED PARTS: Points, Questions, Connections, Comments, and Vocabulary.  Below is an explanation of what to write in each section.

Points – for this section, you should record anything that particularly stood out to you as you read the article.  What surprised you?  What stuck in your mind?  What did you learn? As you record your thoughts, don’t try to write a paragraph that makes sense.  Let each sentence stand alone as its own thought.

Questions—for this section, you should list any question that came to your mind as you read.  You may only write a question if the answer is not given in that section of the book.  Use question words (such as who, what, when, why, or how) in your sentences.  Examples:  “I wonder when/where this is taking place? When did…? Who is…?  How does…? You MUST ASK A MININUM OF THREE QUESTIONS for each reading.  This may get difficult at first, but it will get easier the more you do it.

Connections—in this section, I want you to record anything that happens or that is said within the reading that you can relate to in some way.  Sometimes situations in readings remind us of things that have happened in our lives.  Perhaps a situation or a character may remind us of another fictional character or situation in another reading/book, on TV, or from a movie.  Another way to connect to a reading is through a familiar place or an object.  List any of these connections that you make as you read.

Comments –in this section, list your personal comments.  Do you agree or disagree?

Vocabulary—this is nothing more than a list of three to five words for each reading and their definitions.  These may include 1) words you have never seen or heard before or 2) those that you have seen, but aren’t sure what they mean in a particular phrase, sentence, or situation..

How long should the Journal be?  Each handwritten Journal should fill most of a single sheet of notebook.

What Should the Journal Look Like?  See below for format:
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