Persuasive Speech (20%)
Option A:   A Speech of 7 to 8 Minutes Designed to Persuade the Audience For or Against a Question of Policy.

Speakers may seek either passive agreement or immediate action from the audience, though they should be encouraged to seek the latter if there is appropriate action for the audience to take.  In either case, students should be sure to deal with all three basic issues of policy speeches—need, plan, and practicality.  A complete preparation outline should be submitted.  Delivery of the speech is to be extemporaneous.

This speech will require considerate research and skillful use of the methods of persuasion.  Special emphasis should be given to evidence and reasoning.  This is also an excellent assignment for stressing audience analysis and adaptation.  You are welcome to prepare an audience analysis questionnaire for feedback.

Option B:   A Speech of 7 to 8 Minutes Designed to Persuade the Audience on Either a Question of Fact or a Question of Value.

As with Option A above, this speech will require considerable research and skillful handling of the methods of persuasion.  Also as with Option A, this is an excellent assignment for stressing audience analysis and adaptation.  Students who speak on a question of fact will need to give special attention to evidence and reasoning.  Students who speak on a question of value must be sure to identify their standards for judgment and to justify their value judgment in light of those standards.
