Basics of Rebuttal Speeches
Be aware that, while it is important to prepare possible arguments, rebuttal speeches need to be flexible and adaptable to what the opposing side actually argues. 
  

Outline of a Rebuttal Speech 

Introduction: 
        - Summary of each side, emphasizing the clash between cases  (especially in first rebuttal speech) 
        - Preview/summary of arguments that have been offered by teammates or will be offered by you or teammates 
                - Length and extensiveness of this part depend on debate format
        - Typically be very brief in your summarizing 

Body: 
        - Statement of the claim to be refuted or defended 
        - If refuting:  State the relationship of claim to opponent's case (why is this claim important to her case) 
        - If defending:  State the opponent's objection to your claim 
        - Offer your NEW analysis or argumentation (along with relevant evidence) to refute or defend 
        - Clarify what this means to the overall debate by explaining how either your or their case is affected 
    >>>>  Note that you should anticipate what the other team will say and plan some of your refutations and defenses so that you can plan responses to these. 

Conclusion: 
        - Summarize the important elements of what has been argued and what will be argued by teammates 
        - Direct comparison of cases, in light of rebuttals:  Draw attention to the clash that occurs within the round 
        - Closing statement (in last speech):  This is very important.  You must crystallize the debate and explain to you audience why you have won the debate. 

