Option A:  A Two-Minute Speech of Self-Introduction 
The purpose of this speech assignment is give you a brief, initial exposure to speaking in front of an audience in a situation of minimal risk.

The speech should be delivered extemporaneously from brief notes that occupy no more than one side of a single 4 x 6 card.  You may glance at your notes, but you are not allowed to read it in order to maintain a good eye contact.

In your speeches, you must begin by telling the class your name, your home town, year in school, and academic major.  Then you may describe an unusual or significant personal experience, on expressing an important personal belief or pet peeve, or explaining a favorite hobby or interest, on discussing someone who has been particularly influential in your life, etc.  The purpose of the speech is not to persuade the audience to share your views, but to give the audience insight into your background, personality, or aspirations.

Option A:  A Two-Minute Speech of Self-Introduction Based on a Personal Object

The purpose of this speech assignment is give you a brief, initial exposure to speaking in front of an audience in a situation of minimal risk.

The speech should be delivered extemporaneously from brief notes that occupy no more than one side of a single 4 x 6 card.  You may glance at your notes, but you are not allowed to read it in order to maintain a good eye contact.

In preparation for this speech, select an object that represents a significant aspect of your background, personality, values, ambitions, etc.  Using a chosen object as a point of departure, each student should develop a speech that explains how it relates to her/his life.  For example, a journalism major might select a newspaper as a way to explain her or his professional goals.  An avid tennis player might settle on a tennis racket to illustrate her/his passion about the sport.
If possible, student should bring the object of their speech to class on the day of their presentation.  If this is not possible because the object is too large, too rare, or cannot be moved, students may bring a small model or a photograph of the object.

