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Part I: Read the following dialogue and answer the dialogue analysis questions that follow.
Situation: Two foreign students are sitting at a counter in a restaurant waiting to be served. The waiter is very busy with other customers. After a few minutes, one student turns to the other and speaks.

Characters: Ali is an 18-year-old student from Saudi Arabia. He has come to the United States to study English for a year and then will return to his country. Maria is a 19-year-old student from Venezuela. She will study English for five months and then go to Columbia University in New York to study engineering.
SMALL TALK DIALOGUE

	Maria:
	The service is really slow here.  I’ve been trying to get the waiter’s attention for the last 10 minutes.

	Ali:
	I hope he waits on us soon.  I have a class at two o’clock.

	Maria:
	Me too.  I recognize that English book.  You must be a student at the English Language Center.

	Ali:
	Yeah.  I’m in the fourth course.  Are you studying there?

	Maria:
	Yes, I’m in the fifth course.  I took the fourth course last month.

	Ali:
	I just came here two weeks ago.  Do you like the institute?

	Maria:
	It’s pretty good.  I think I’ve learned a lot of English so far.

	Ali:
	Yeah, I only wish the classes were a little smaller, though, because we don’t get enough chance to talk.  But I like my teachers a lot.

	Maria:
	How long are you going to be here?

	Ali:
	I guess a year, but sometimes I feel homesick.

	Maria:
	You’ll get used to it.  Where are you from?

	Ali:
	Saudi Arabia.  How about you?

	Maria:
	Venezuela.  I’m only staying here for three more months.  Then I go to Columbia University in New York.

	Ali:
	By the way, my name’s Ali.

	Maria:
	Hi.  I’m Maria.

	Ali:
	Hi.  Oh, here comes the waiter.  It looks like we’re going to get served after all.

	Maria:
	Good.  I’m starving.


Dialogue Analysis
1. What led up to the opening of the conversation between Maria and Ali? 

2. Did Maria start the conversation by introducing herself? 

3. What did she say to start the conversation? 

4. How did Ali show he was interested in talking to Maria? 

5. What other things did they talk about before telling each other their names? 

6. What expressions did Ali use to casually introduce himself? 

7. Why didn't Ali ask Maria her age or telephone number? 

8. Would you start a conversation with someone in a student cafeteria? In what situations do you feel comfortable talking to strangers? 

Part II: Read the following dialogue and answer the dialogue analysis questions that follow.
Situation: Maria and Ali are eating their lunch when a friend of Maria's, Tom, comes up.

INTRODUCTIONS DIALOGUE
	Tom:
	Hi, Maria.

	Maria:
	Oh, hi, Tom!  Do you want to join us?

	Tom:
	Sure.

	Maria:
	Ali, this is my friend Tom.  He lives in the apartment across from mine.  Ali’s from Saudi Arabia.  He’s studying at the English Language Center.

	Tom:
	Hi, Ali.  Nice to meet you.

	Ali:
	You, too.

	Tom:
	How long have you been in the United States?


Dialogue Analysis
1. Maria not only introduces Tom and Ali, but she also gives information about each of them. Why is that helpful? 

2. If Tom were just passing by, do you think Maria would still introduce him to Ali? 

3. What expression does Tom use when he is introduced to Ali? How does Ali respond? 

4. What might give you the impression that Tom is a friendly person? 

Points to Remember
1. When you first meet most American's, it's impolite to talk about certain things such as salary, age, sex, and religion. 

2. Introduce yourself casually in informal situations. As the conversation develops, a simple introduction, such as "By the way, my name is..." is generally considered sufficient. 

3. If a friend comes along and stops to talk, informally introduce him or her to the person you are talking to. It is helpful to provide some information about each of them so that each will 1) know what your relationship is to the other person (friend, neighbor, wife, brother, teacher) and 2) have some information with which to begin a conversation. 

When we are introduced to someone informally, we usually respond with "Nice to meet you" or "Hi, how are you?" "How do you do?" is used in more formal situations and the response to this expression is generally "How do you do?"
SMALL TALK CONVERSATION STARTERS

In most English-speaking countries, it is normal and necessary to make "small talk" in certain situations. Small talk is a casual form of conversation that "breaks the ice" or fills an awkward silence between people. Even though you may feel shy using your second language, it is sometimes considered rude to say nothing. Just as there are certain times when small talk is appropriate, there are also certain topics that people often discuss during these moments.

	Talking about the weather
	· Beautiful day, isn't it? 

· Can you believe all of this rain we've been having? 

· It looks like it's going to snow. 

· It sure would be nice to be in Hawaii right about now. 

· I hear they're calling for thunderstorms all weekend. 

· We couldn't ask for a nicer day, could we? 

· How about this weather? 

· Did you order this sunshine? 

	Talking about current events
	· Did you catch the news today? 

· Did you hear about that fire on Fourth St? 

· What do you think about this transit strike? 

· I read in the paper today that the Sears Mall is closing. 

· I heard on the radio today that they are finally going to start building the new bridge. 

· How about those Reds? Do you think they're going to win tonight? 

	At the office
	· Looking forward to the weekend? 

· Have you worked here long? 

· I can't believe how busy/quiet we are today, can you? 

· Has it been a long week? 

· You look like you could use a cup of coffee. 

· What do you think of the new computers? 

	At a social event 
	· So, how do you know Justin? 

· Have you tried the cabbage rolls that Sandy made? 

· Are you enjoying yourself? 

· It looks like you could use another drink. 

· Pretty nice place, huh? 

· I love your dress. Can I ask where you got it? 

	Out for a walk
	· How old is your baby? 

· What's your puppy's name? 

· The tulips are sure beautiful at this time of year, aren't they? 

· How do you like the new park? 

· Nice day to be outside, isn't it? 

	Waiting somewhere
	· I didn't think it would be so busy today. 

· You look like you've got your hands full (with children or goods). 

· The bus must be running late today. 

· It looks like we are going to be here a while, huh? 

· I'll have to remember not to come here on Mondays. 

· How long have you been waiting? 


Dialogues for Small Talk and Introductions








