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Speeches in Debate

There are three speeches in a debate contest, the Constructive Speech, the Rebuttal Speech, and the Conclusion Speech.  The Constructive and Conclusion Speeches are best held by one member of the team; the Rebuttal Speech can be shared by more members (because this speech is harder to prepare for in advance, and may required the presence of mind of a few people).

Constructive Speech

In this speech you announce your stance, and give your arguments.  How to prepare and execute this speech depends on whether you are part of an affirmative or a negative team.

· Affirmative

Your speech should give your INDICTMENT of the status quo, show that there is a NEED for change, and outline a PLAN for implementing the policy given in the debate proposition.

Useful phrases: 
- We will be contending that ____________-




- We will establish / demonstrate / show that ___________

· Negative

Your speech is a bit harder to write, because you cannot be entirely sure what arguments the opposing team will come up with.  But, with some research, you can have a pretty good idea.  Your speech should challenge the affirmative case, for instance by showing that there is NO NEED for a change, or that the proposed change offers NO CURE for the problem, or that there is NO FEASIBLE PLAN to bring about the change, or that the plan MAKES THINGS WORSE.

Useful phrases:
- We will demonstrate /show that the shortcomings in the present system are not significant


- The affirmative team’s proposal will produce serious problems: _________


- The affirmative team’s plan to implement their proposal just isn’t feasible, because ___________


- The problem that the affirmative team tries to solve simply isn’t a problem inherent in the present system: __________

Rebuttal Speech

Rebuttal speeches follow cross-examinations, and are the perfect occasion to profit from concessions the opposing team has had to make in cross-examination.  Rebuttal speeches cannot really be written beforehand. When you prepare questions for cross-examination, however, consider what a concession could mean for your rebuttal speech.


In rebuttal speech, try to concentrate on flaws in argument, contradictory facts, and admissions of weakness made by the opposing team under cross-examination.

Useful phrases:
- A moment ago, X admitted that ________.  This means that the Affirmative/Negative team hasn’t considered the important issue of ______ in their argument.

- The affirmative team argues that [these and these terrible consequences] will happen if we do not change the law regarding [debate proposal].  Still, we heard them admit in cross-examination that [these terrible consequences] haven’t happened regularly under the current law.

-  The negative team argues that [these and these terrible consequences] have nothing to do with the present system.  Yet, we heard them concede in cross-examination that [these terrible consequences] are at least partially the result of the present system.

Conclusion Speech

A coin toss will determine which team first gives their conclusion speech.  This is not the place to introduce new issues or arguments.  Speakers address their main points again, and also review the development of the debate.  This means that you point out what gad been established in the debate, and in what ways the opposing team has failed.

Useful phrases:
- We have established / demonstrated / shown that _________.

- Our opponents have argued / asserted / proposed / denied / admitted / pointed out that _________________.

- ….., but we have shown that this is not necessarily true/ far from certain / unlikely / impossible/ irrelevant to the main issue.

- Even if we concede that [opponent’s contention], we have shown that [your conclusion] 

� Adapted from Greg Johnston, The Logic and Language of English Debate: A practical Guide for Chinese Students of EFL.  Taipei: Bookman, 1994.





