Stereotypes and Identity
1. Stereotypes

1. Take one minute to think of the names of a few countries in English.    

2. Work with a partner to try and think of personal characteristics that we may feel, are associated with people from different countries.  

3. You will be asked to read a few of these characteristics out loud to the class and your colleagues will try to guess which country you are talking about.  Feel free to challenge the stereotypes that your fellow students may hold!  
Questions for discussion
1. How do the English differ from Canadians, Australians and Americans in your opinion? 

2. Why do some nationalities feel superior to others?  Is there any real basis for this feeling?  

3. Are you proud to be a citizen of your own country?  Why or why not? 

4. What are the main strengths and failings of your own nationality?  

5. Can national stereotypes be helpful?  Or are they always wrong?  
2. Identity

Discussions: Things to think about
1. Mistaken identity.  A person was mistakenly identified as someone else and was on TV and the newspapers for a while only to find out that they have the wrong person.
2. Identity Theft.  There have been numerous cases of stolen identities where people have received credit card bills they never had.
3. Personal Identity.  Your identity in this sense consists roughly of those attributes that make you unique as an individual and different from others.  Or is it the way you see or define yourself.
4. Who Am I?
Prepare a page or two describing who you are to be shared in class.
