The Unusual
A. Warm Up

Discuss the following questions with your group.  

1. What is the most unusual experience you’ve ever had?

2. Who’s the most unusual person you’ve ever met?

3. Where’s the most unusual place you’ve ever been?

4. What’s the most unusual thing you’ve ever bought?

5. What’s the most unusual thing you’ve ever been given?

6. What’s the most unusual film you’ve ever seen?

7. What’s the most unusual book you’ve ever read?

8. What’s the most unusual sight that you’ve ever seen?

9. What’s the most unusual face you’ve ever seen?

10. Who’s the most unusual teacher you’ve ever had?

B. Coincidences

Read the following text.  In groups of three, try to find rational explanations for the two stories.  Are they just coincidences, is it fate, or are there more scientific explanations?  

One of the best known collections of parallels is between the careers of Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy; both were shot while sitting next to their wives; both were succeeded by a southerner named Johnson; both their killers were themselves killed before they could be brought to justice.  Lincoln had a secretary called Kennedy; Kennedy had a secretary called Lincoln.  Lincoln was killed in the Ford Theatre; Kennedy was killed in a car called a Ford Lincoln – and so on.

Similar connections are found between identical twins who have been separated at birth.  Dorothy Lowe and Bridget Harrison were separated in 1945, and did not meet until 1979, when they were flown over from Britain for an investigation by Dr. Tom Bouchard, a psychologist at the University of Minnesota.  They found that when they met they were both wearing seven rings on their hands, two bracelets on one wrist and a watch and a bracelet on the other.  They married on the same day, had worn identical wedding dresses and carried the same flowers.  Dorothy had named her son Richard Andrew, and her daughter, Catherine Louise; Bridget had had named her son Andrew Richard and her son Karen Louise (she had wanted to call her Catherine).  Both had a cat called Tiger.  Dorothy loved the historical novels of Catherine Cookson; Bridget loved the historical novels of Caroline Merchant (Catherine Cookson’s other pen name).  They had a string of similar mannerisms when nervous….
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