WHAT IS DEBATE?

Debate is about change. We are constantly engaged in a struggle to make our lives, our community, our country, our world, our future, a better one. We should never be satisfied with the way things are now - surely there is something in our lives that could be improved. 

Debate is that process which determines how change should come about. Debate attempts to justify changing the way we think and live. In the real world, debate occur everyday on the floor of the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. Debate occurs at the United Nations, the faculty meetings at your school, and at your dinner table. The procedures for these debates may differ, but the process is the same - discussion that resolves an issue which will determine whether change is good or bad. The United Nations debated whether or not the Iraq invasion of Kuwait was good or bad; the faculty meetings debate school policies; you may recently have debated with your parents after dinner about the size of your allowance or when you can begin to drive your own car. 

In the classroom, we will attempt to"formalize"this debate process. 

1 . You will work with a partner. You and your partner form a"debate team". Sometimes you will have to be for the issue (the affirmative) and sometimes you will have to be against the issue (negative). In any instance, you will have plenty of time to get ready for the debate. 

2. You will deliver speeches in a format that is unique to debate. The speeches are called constructives and rebuttals. Each person on each team will speak twice. There are affirmative constructives and negative constructives. There are affirmative rebuttals and negative rebuttals. 

3. You will learn rules and techniques that will seem strange to you. The way we learn how to debate may at first seem difficult. But once you take on the challenge, you will begin to understand its relationship to debating. The most difficult part of debate is the first few weeks, after that it gets easier and easier once you have learned the rules. 

4. We will debate only one resolution. Most of our emphasis will be on competitive or tournament debating. In order to compete at tournaments and to give the debaters sufficient time to prepare, a standard topic or resolution is used all year. 
WHAT IS DEBATE ALL ABOUT? 

The Elements of Debate (Adapted From the Peach State Debate Classic Handbook) 

Significance and Harms 

Significance and harms deal with the importance of the problem. Harms can be defined as the results which would occur if the problem were not solved. Significance evaluates the importance of the harms. 

Solvency 

Solvency is the measure of whether or not, or to what degree, the affirmative's plan solves for the problem it identifies. If the affirmative's plan does not solve the harms, there would be no need to put it into effect. 

Inherency 

Inherency refers to the necessity of resolutional action. For instance, if the affirmative team proposes that building landfills in the U.S. would clean up pollution, the affirmative would be non-inherent because there are already landfills in the U.S. Inherency is important because if the plan is already in action, there would be no need to enact it again. 

Fiat 

Fiat (French, let it be so) is the assumption that the affirmative team's plan is going to be put into effect. This assumption avoids reducing debate to a question of will Congress pass and put the plan into operation. Fiat is generally derived from the word"should"in the resolution. The debaters are debating whether the plan"should"be enacted rather than whether it would be enacted. 

Speech Order and Responsibilities 

The constructive speeches are used to build the arguments that the affirmative and negative teams hope to win. The rebuttals are used to solidify the position taken by each team and to convey to the judge why he/she should vote for one team over the other. 

1AC - The first speaker is from the affirmative side. The 1AC's responsibility is to present a case and plan which falls under the current resolution and is the basis for the debate which is to follow. This speech is the only one that is prewritten. 

1NC - The second speaker is from the negative team. The 1NC strategy will vary according to the case which is presented in the previous speech (1AC) by the affirmative. The 1NC usually consists of disadvantages, topicality arguments, and other negative arguments such as case attacks. 

2AC - The obligation of this speaker is to answer the arguments put out by the INC. 

2NC - This speech may be used to enter new arguments into the round, but is usually used to point out errors in the affirmative arguments. This speech is also used to extend the arguments generated by the 1NC and to respond to the 2AC 

1NR - The first in a series of rebuttal speeches, this speech covers what the 2NC did not answer that the negative feels is important. 

1AR - This is the first affirmative rebuttal speech. This speaker is responsible for covering the negative arguments from their two speeches. This person must have the ability to speak well in order to cover all the affirmative arguments, making the 1AR one of the most difficult speeches in the debate round. 

2NR - This speech is used to explain to the judge why he/she should vote for the negative rather than the affirmative team. All arguments in the round should be clear by this point. The 2NR should use this time to emphasize the arguments from the 2NC and 1NR. 

2AR - This speech, the last of the rebuttal speeches, presents the last opportunity for the affirmative to make an impression on the judge. At this point in the round, the affirmative team should have explained to the judge why the affirmative has won the round, and why the case outweighs the harms of the disadvantages. 

Cross Examination 

A three minute period of time between the constructive speeches which allows each speaker to ask the other questions in order to clarify arguments. 

Cross-Examination Order 

IA Cross-Examined by 2N 

IN Cross-Examined by 1A 

2A Cross-Examined by IN 

2N Cross-Examined by 2A 

Judges 

judges are the people who decide the outcome of the debate round. In preliminary rounds there is usually one judge per round with three or more judges in elimination rounds. Besides deciding who wins and loses the round, the judge ranks and assigns speaker points to each debater. The debaters are ranked first, second, third, or fourth with first being the best. Points are given from one to thirty with thirty being the very best. Judges rarely give below twenty and then only in extreme circumstance. The rank and points a debater receives rates how well a debater speaks, enunciates, and presents arguments. Because of these conditions, the judge should be the one whom the debaters address during the round, not each other. 

Regardless of the philosophy of the judge, he/she does not like to intervene. judges like the debaters to decide the outcome and to weigh the arguments in the last speeches. 

After the round, the judge may, if time allows, give a critique of the debater's performance and make suggestions for improvement.

OUTLINE OF A DEBATE 

Many of the words identified in bold will be concepts you will need to learn more about as you get deeper into debating. There is a glossary of terms at the end of this book. 

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE SPEECH (1AC) 
Establishes affirmatives advocacy of resolution. 

There is a problem that could be solved - SIGNIFICANCE, HARM, ADVANTAGE 

The status quo isn’t going to solve this problem without change - INHERENCY 

Here is our specific proposal of what ought to be done - PLAN 

Our plan will solve the problem/harm - SOLVENCY 

SECOND NEGATIVE SPEAKER CROSS EXAMINES 1AC 
1. Ask question to help you understand their arguments. GET INFORMATION 

2. Ask questions to set up your arguments to come. USE ANSWERS AGAINST THEM LATER 

3. Show the judge what a wonderful person you are. ACT LIKE A POLITE, FRIENDLY PERSON. 

FIRST NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE SPEECH (1NC) 
Attacks affirmative and begins laying out additional issues negative 

Make arguments against the specifics of the aff case. CASE ARGUMENTS. 

Argue that if the plan is adopted bad things will happen. DISADVANTAGES. 

Argue that the fundamental assumptions of the affirmative are flawed/incorrect. CRITIQUE. 

Argue that the plan is not a representation of the topic. TOPICALITY. 

Argue that there would be a better alternative to the plan. COUNTERPLAN 

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE SPEAKER CROSS EXAMINES 1NC 
SECOND AFFIRMATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE SPEECH (2AC) 
Defend aff positions, attack negative positions, last chance to introduce new issues for aff. 

Argue that the disadvantages are really reasons to vote affirmative. TURNS. 

Argue that the counterplan and the affirmative plan can co-exist. PERMUTATIONS. 

FIRST NEGATIVE SPEAKER CROSS EXAMINES 2AC 
SECOND NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE SPEECH (2NC) 
Attack aff positions, defend negative positions, last chance to introduce new issues for the neg. 

2NC and 1NR should cover different issues. DIVISION OF LABOR. 

SECOND AFFIRMATIVE SPEAKER CROSS EXAMINES 2NC 
FIRST NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (1NR) 
Attack aff positions, defend neg positions. . DIVISION OF LABOR. 

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE REBUTTAL (1AR) 
Answer all neg issues, defend aff positions. 
SECOND NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (2NR) 
Select winning issues and sell them to critic. WEIGH THE ISSUES. 

SECOND AFFIRMATIVE REBUTTAL (2AR) 
Select winning issues and sell them to critic. WEIGH THE ISSUES. 

Teams are given a total of 5-10 minutes prep time to use before their speeches. It is different at different tournaments. 

Shake Hands. See if the judge has any comments. 

THE CODE OF THE DEBATER 

I am a debater. 
I attempt to be worthy of this title by striving to observe the code of the debater. 

FOR MYSELF: 
I will research my topic and know what I am talking about. 

I will respect the subject matter of my debates. 

I will choose persuasion over coercion and violence. 

I will learn from victory and especially from defeat. 

I will be a generous winner and a gracious loser. 

I will remember and respect where I came even though I am now a citizen of the world. 

I will apply my criticism of others to myself. 

I will strive to see myself in others. 

I will, in a debate, use the best arguments I can to support the side I am on. 

I will, in life, use the best arguments I can to determine which side I am on. 

FOR OTHERS: 
I will respect their rights to freedom of speech and expression, even though we may disagree. 

I will respect my partners, opponents, judges, coaches, and tournament officials. 

I will be honest about my arguments and evidence and those of others. 

I will help those with less experience, because I am both student and teacher. 

I will be an advocate in life, siding with those in need and willing to speak truth to power. 

